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The 2007 Shanghai International Symposium on Stem Cell Re-
search (November 6–9), organized by the Shanghai Institute for
Biological Sciences/Chinese Academy of Sciences (SIBS/CAS)
and a number of regional Chinese scientific organizations along-
side the International Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR),
represents a major step toward enhancing the international
reach of our young society. Although the ISSCR was started by
a number of prominent American scientists, the society is dedi-
cated to advancing scientific communication and collaboration
internationally and is making strides toward recruiting a member-
ship that reflects the broad international community of stem cell
researchers. The last two annual ISSCR meetings have been
held outside the United States (Toronto, Canada in 2006 and
Cairns, Australia in 2007), and the annual meeting in 2009 is
slated for Europe.
The co-organization of the Shanghai International Symposium
represents the first time the ISSCR has extended its reach be-
yond its own annual meeting. The choice of China as the first joint
international venue reflects the desire of the ISSCR to seek
greater representation from the Asia/Pacific Rim countries and
to showcase China’s position in stem cell biology. For those
unable to attend, we present a review of this exciting meeting
in the accompanying ISSCR pages of this issue of Cell Stem
Cell (Cheng et al., 2008). The organization of the meeting was
anchored by Guotong Xu and Ying Jin (SIBS/CAS), with as-
sistance from Linzhao Cheng (Johns Hopkins University), and
was flawless, bringing together nearly 500 scientists from 20
different countries and regions.
China is emerging as a force in stem cell research, a conse-
quence of talented investigators both at home and abroad. A
remarkable number of notable Chinese stem cell scientists work-
ing internationally returned home for the meeting, including
among others: Linzhao Cheng (Johns Hopkins University), Tao
Cheng (University of Pittsburgh), Wei Cui (Imperial College,
London), Sheng Ding (Scripps Research Institute), Linheng Li
(Stowers Institute for Medical Research), Haifin Lin (Yale Univer-
sity), Hong Qian (Lund University), Hongjun Song (Johns Hopkins
University), Zack Z. Wang (Maine Medical Center Research
Institute), Ting Xie (Stowers Institute for Medical Resarch),
Renhe Xu (University of Connecticut), Su-chun Zhang (Univer-
sity of Wisconsin), and Weimin Zhong (Yale University). Sadly,
Xiangzhong (Jerry) Yang (University of Connecticut) was
unable to attend at the last minute due to health reasons.
The scientific program also featured a number of local stars of
the Chinese stem cell research community, including: Hongkui
Deng (Peking University), Wei Han (Shanghai Jiaotong Uni-
versity), Lixin Feng (Shanghai Jiaotong University School of
Medicine), Wenzhi Ji (Kunming Institute of Zoology, Yunnan),
Lingsong Li (Peking University), Alex Zhang (Xuanwu Hospital,
Beijing), and Qi Zhou (CAS, Beijing). Unfortunately, space
precludes my recognizing everyone on the speaker’s list, butthe lineup was superb, and I was left with a strong impression
of the high quality of the scientific presentations.
As detailed in the accompanying meeting review (Cheng
et al., 2008), many exciting new avenues of stem cell research
were announced at the meeting, including descriptions of human
parthenogenetic embryonic stem cells and induced pluripotent
stem cells and significant advances in understanding of the epi-
genetic regulation of embryonic and somatic stem cell differen-
tiation. China is particularly active in the generation and analysis
of human embryonic stem cells and the practice of somatic cell
nuclear transfer (SCNT) for exploring animal biology. I note espe-
cially Qi Zhou’s contributions to the enhancement of methods to
generate SCNT blastocysts from the rhesus macaque (Zhou
et al., 2006), a key precedent to the recent description of the
isolation of primate nuclear transfer-embryonic stem cell lines
(Byrne et al., 2007). China operates under a supportive political
climate for all forms of stem cell research, and Chinese scientists
are anticipating increased governmental funding to support the
growing ranks of researchers in this burgeoning field.
In addition to myself, the delegation from the ISSCR included
our executive director, Nancy Witty, and a number of prominent
members of the ISCCR Board of Directors and Committees.
Doug Sipp, chair of the ISSCR International Committee, an-
nounced at the meeting the formation of the Stem Cell Network
for the Asia-Pacific (SNAP), which will be the first regional stem
cell organization to formally seek an official affiliated status
with the ISSCR. We anticipate that other regional associations
may wish to affiliate with the ISSCR in the future, to realize the
benefits of our Society’s international reach and mission and
to facilitate the co-organization of regional meetings to supple-
ment the ISSCR’s cornerstone annual meeting.
On a personal note, the ISSCR delegation was treated with ut-
most hospitality by our Chinese hosts. We, in exchange, extend
a warm invitation to our hosts, Guotong Xu, Ying Jin, and Gang
Pei, to join us in Philadelphia. Pictures and entertaining details
will be recounted with pleasure at the next annual ISSCR meet-
ing in Philadelphia, June 11–14, 2008.
George Q. Daley
ISSCR President
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